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ORDINANCE 2007(6)
‘ FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION ORDINANCE
An Ordinance making certain findings, making a statement regarding statutory authorization, making
certain findings of fact, detining certain terms providing general provisions, providing for administration and other

provisions for flood hazard reduction, repealing Ordinance 1998(93) and for related purposes.

ARTICLE 1 STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION, FINDINGS OF FACT, PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES
SECTION A4 STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The Legislature of the State of Mississippi has in Title 17, Chapter 1, Mississippi Code 1972 Annotated
delegated the responsibility to local government units to adopt regulations designed to promote the public
health, safety, and general welfare of its citizenry. Therefore, the Board of Aldermen of Petal, Mississippi
does hereby adopt the following floodplain management regulations.

SECTION B. FINDINGS OF FACT

(n The flood hazard areas of Petal, Mississippi are subject to periodic inundation, which potentially
results in loss of life and property, creates health and safety hazards, disrups commerce and
governmental services, causes extraordinary public expenditures for flood protection and relief,
and causes impairment of the tax base, all of which adversely affect the public health, safety and

| general welfare.

2) These flood losses are caused by the cumulative effect of obstructions in floodplains causing
increases in flood heights and velocities, and by the occupancy in flood hazard areas by uses
vulnerable to floods or hazardous to other lands which are inadequately elevated, flood-proofed, or
otherwise unprotected from flood damages.

SECTION C. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

1t is the purpose of this ordinance to promote the public health, safety and general welfare and to minimize
. public and private losses due to flood conditions in specific areas by provisions designed to:

€8] Restrict or prohibit uses which are dangerous to health, safety and property due to water or erosion
hazards, which result in damaging increases in erosion or in flood heights velocities;

(2) Require that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be protected
against flood damage at the time of initial construction;

3) Control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protective barriers which
are involved in the accommodation of flood waters;

4) Control filling, grading, dredging and other development which may increase erosion or flood
damage, and;

(5) Prevent or regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert floodwaters or
which may increase flood hazards to other lands.

SECTION D. OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this ordinance are:

(1) To protect human life and health;

@) To minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects;

[€)] To minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and generally
undertaken at the expense of the general public;

“4 To minimize prolonged business interruptions;

(3) To minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains, electric,
telephone and sewer lines, street and bridges ocated in floodplains;

(6) To help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development of flood prone
areas in such a manner as to minimize flood blight areas, and;

(7 To ensure that potential homebuyers are notified that property is in a flood area.

SECTION E. METHODS OF REDUCING FLOOD LOSSES

‘ In order to accomplish its purposes, this ordinance includes methods and provisions for:

1) Restricting or prohibiting uses which are dangerous to health, safety, and property due to water or
erosion hazards, or which result in damaging increases in erosion or in flood heights or velocities;




Al — A30 and AE zone is the Special Flood Hazard Area inundated by the 100-year flood, base flood
elevations are determined.

Accessory structure (Appurtenant structure) means a structure, which is located on the same parcel of
property as the principle structure and the use of which is incidental to the use of the principle structure.
Accessory structures should constitute a minimal initial investment, may not be used for human habitation,
and be designed to have minimal flood damage potential. Examples of accessory structures are detached
garages, carports, storage sheds, pole barns, and hay sheds.

Adadition (to an existing building) means any walled and roofed expansion to the perimeter of a building in
which the addition is connected by a common load-bearing wall other than a firewall. Any walled and
roofed addition, which is connected by a firewall or is separated by independent perimeter load-bearing
walls, is new construction.

Appeal means a request for a review of the floodplain administrator’s interpretation of any provision of
this ordinance or a request for a variance.

AR/A1 - A30, AR/AE, AR/AH, AR/AO, and AR/A zones are SFHAS that result from the decertification
of a previously accredited flood protection system that is in the process of being restored to provide a 100-
year or greater level of flood protection. After restoration is complete, these areas will still experience
residual flooding from other flooding sources.

A99 zone is that part of the SFHA inundated by the 100-year flood to be protected from the 100-year flood
by a Federal flood protection system under construction, no base flood elevations are determined.

Area of special flood hazard is the land in the floodplain within a community subject to a one- percent or
greater chance of flooding in any given year.

B and X zones (shaded) are areas of 500-year flood, areas subject to the 100-year flood with average
depths of less than 1 foot or with contributing drainage area less than 1 square mile, and areas protected by

levees from the base flood.

Base flood means the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year
(also called the “100-year flood”).

Base Flood Elevation (BFE) is the elevation shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for Zones
AE, AH, A1-30, AR, AR/A, AR/AE, AR/A1-A30, AR/AH, AR/AO, V1-V30, and VE that indicates the
water surface elevation resulting from a flood that has a 1-percent or greater chance of being equaled or
exceeded in any given year.

Basement means that portion of a building having its floor sub-grade (below ground level) on all sides.
Building; See Structure.

C and X (unshaded) zones are areas determined to be outside the 500-year floodplain.

Community is a political entity that has the authority to adopt and enforce floodplain ordinances for the
area under its jurisdiction.

Community Fleodplain Management Map means any map produced by the community utilizing any
base flood elevation and floodway data available from a federal, state, or other source.

















































