CITY OF PETAL
ORDINANCE BOOK 3

ORDINANCE 2007(4)
\‘ . AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A WRECKER SERVICE POLICY
' IN THE CITY OF PETAL AND PRESCRIBING PENALITIES FOR THE
VIOLATION OF ITS PROVISION AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE
CITY OF PETAL, MISSISSIPPIL:

Section 1, Definitions:

1. “City” shall be construed to mean the City of Petal, Mississippi.

2. “The City Limits of Petal” shall be a wrecker zone.

3. “City Official” shall be construed to mean the Chief of Police or other
employee designated by him/her for the purpose of the administration of
this policy.

4. “Owner or Vehicle Operator” shall mean owner of operator of a motor
vehicle.

5. “A Non-preference Wrecker Service” is called by the Petal Police

Department in those instances in which the owner or operator of a vehicle
requires a tow or pick-up and has no preference as to who tows or picks up
the vehicle, or is incapable of indicating a preference, or is not present to
make a choice of wrecker service to call for a tow or pick-up, including
those vehicles to be towed because of alleged parking violations.

6. “Wrecker” for the purposes of this policy, the work “wrecker” shall be
construed to mean and include all vehicles of one (1) ton capacity or more,
having one (1) or more dual-wheel rear axles and used for hauling, towing,
pushing, or pulling any automobile or other vehicle of every kind, nature,
and description, regardless of whether such vehicle is being hauled,
pushed, pulied or may be self-propelled.

. Section 2. Non-Preference wrecker service call list established.
There is hereby established a Non-Preference Wrecker Service Call List to be
maintained and kept on file at the Petal Police Department.
Any wrecker service desiring to be placed on the Non-Preference Call List must
meet the following minimum standards, in addition to any other state or federal
regulation, which may apply.

A. Must provide twenty-four (24) hour-per-day wrecker service from a
properly zoned location and must be licensed and permitted.

B. Must provide a secure place of storage within five (5) miles of City Limits
hauled by the wrecker service. A secure place of storage is considered one
which meets the following minimum requirements.

1. Area surrounded by a six (6) foot fence and capable of being
locked to prevent casual access.
2. The area must be capable of storing a minimum of twenty (20)
vehicles.
C. Must provide wrecker vehicles and equipment to meet the following

minimum requirements, whether obtaining permits for one (1) or more
said wreckers:

1. Light-duty wreckers: having a rating of (8) tons or more and be
‘ mounted on a truck chassis with a minimum of ten thousand
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wrecker and chassis capacity.

3. Heavy-duty wreckers: having a rating of twenty-five (25) tons or
more and be mounted on a truck chassis with minimum of thirty
thousand (30,000) lbs. GVWR, commonly used to tow large semi-
trailer trucks.

4. Tractor truck (5™ wheel trucks) and auxiliary vehicles and trailers:
must meet or exceed minimum said ratings as to weight-carrying
capacities and conform to all City ordinances and state laws
pertaining to size, weight and load.

5. The number of wrecker services on the Non-Preference Call List
shall not be limited; any wrecker service meeting qualifications of
this policy may qualify for the Non-Preference Call List.

Section 3. Separate list maintained-heavy duty wrecker.

The Chief of Police, or his/her designee may implement a separate and distinct

Non-Preference Call List and rotating file to govern the calling of heavy-duty

wreckers used to tow or pick up large commercial vehicles requiring a heavy-duty

wrecker and to require the owner-operator to maintain adequate accessory

equipment to effect damage-free recovery of wrecked and/or disabled vehicles, to
‘ be otherwise governed by the provisions and procedures of this policy.

Section 4. Right to express preference as to wrecker.

Owners, vehicles operators, or passengers involved in an accident or situation
may express their preference of a wrecker service, and that wrecker service shall
then be called by the Petal Police Department, provided that the wrecker service
specified can deliver the service in a similar fashion of a registered and permitted
non-Preference wrecker service. An owner, vehicle operator, and /or passenger(s)
taken into custody may express a preference as to wrecker service where they are
verbally capable or requesting said wrecker.

Section 5. Registration, permit prerequisite to operation.

It shall be unlawful for any person to own or operate any wrecker, which is
subject to a call for service by any City department or agency within the city,
unless such wrecker shall have been registered and such owner and operator shall
have been issued a registration permit.

Section 6. Application for registration permit.
A. Any person, owner or operator of a wrecker desiring a registration permit
to do business as a Non-Preference wrecker service shall make application
to the Chief of Police or his/her designee before beginning operation. The

information required for such registration shall be:

1. The name of the wrecker business.

2. The wrecker’s make, model, motor or vehicle identification
‘ number and license tag number for the current year













