CITY OF PETAL
ORDINANCE BOOK 3
Ordinance 2007 (1)

AN ORDINANCE TO ALLOW CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PETAL, MISSISSIPPI TO BE PENALIZED BY
ISSUANCE OF NOTICES OF VIOLATION AND/OR A MUNICIPAL OFFENSE
TICKET, AND TO ESTABLISH THE WAY CERTAIN AUTHORIZED CITY
EMPLOYEES ISSUE MUNICIPAL OFFENSE TICKETS

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Alderman of the City of Petal, Mississippi,
desire to improve the safety, health and general welfare of the city; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this ordinance is to allow certain laws and sections of
the Code of Ordinances to be enforced by issuance of a municipal offense ticket; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Alderman of the City of Petal deem it
appropriate and necessary to establish a schedule of fines of said offense, and authorize
certain City employees to issue municipal offense tickets, and

WHEREAS, to provide an efficient and effective process by which complaints
concerming unclean properties, dilapidated structures, and other City Code violations can
be resolved in an expedient and efficient manner;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Board of Alderman
of the City of Petal, Mississippi:
Section 1. Definitions
For the purpose of this ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:

1. “City” shall mean the City of Petal, Mississippi.
“Officer” shall mean the duly authorized Building Inspector, Code Enforcement
Officer, his/her duly authorized deputies or other properly designated City

employees as may be provided by any one or more chapters covered by this
Ordinance.

3. “Notice of Violation” shall mean the official notification of the violation to the
violator.

4. “Municipal Offense Ticket” shall mean the complaint and citation form issued to
violator of the Code.
Section 2. Purpose
The purpose of this ordinance is to allow certain laws and sections of the Code of
Ordinances of the City of Petal, Mississippi, to be penalized by issuance of a notice of
violation or a municipal offense ticket, to establish a schedule of fines for said offenses,
and to authorize certain city employees to issue notice of violation or municipal offense

tickets. The process and procedure set forth in this ordinance shall be supplemental to and

not to the exclusion of any and all ordinances of the City or applicable laws of the State

of Mississippi.
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4. To provide for the health, safet;rlr and welfare of the residents of the City of Petal,
Mississippi

Section 4. Objective

To provide an efficient and effective process by which complaints concerning dilapidated
structures, unclean properties and other code violations may be resolved in an expedient
and efficient manner.

Section 5. Procedure

The following procedure shall be adhered to:
1. Complaints

a. All complaints regarding dilapidated structures, unclean properties, and /or
code violations will be directed to the City of Petal Code Enforcement
Office and where applicable to the provisions of this ordinance, distributed
to the Building Inspector or otherwise distributed to appropriate City
departments for handling.

b. The Petal Code Enforcement staff will be responsible for recording and
documenting all complaints.

2. Inspections
a. The Code Enforcement Officer will be responsible for making an initial
. inspection after notification by the Code Enforcement Office, and for

making a determination regarding the validity of the complaint.

b. If the suspected violation involves an area outside the Code Enforcement
Officer’s designated area of expertise, the Officer shall return the
notification to the Code Enforcement Office for them to record and
forward to the appropriate City department for handling.

¢. If there appears to be a violation, the Code Enforcement Officer will
document the violation and deliver an official Notice of Violation to the
violators by one of the following means:

d. Personally deliver

e. Posting

f. By Certified Mail

g (If posting, by leaving a copy on their door, must also send a copy
certified mail)

h. A copy of the notice of violation will be kept at the Code Enforcement

Office for follow-up and action. The Code Enforcement Office will be
responsible for maintaining accurate and complete records of each
violation received from the Officers.

1. The Code Enforcement Officer shall be responsible for establishing a case
file that is designated by a case number, shall make a determination
relative to who should be charged with the violation, and provide time and
date stamped photographs of the violation.

J. On the date designated in the notice of violation for reinspection, the
Officer will be responsible for inspecting the violation to determine if it
has been corrected. If the violation has been abated, it will be noted
resolved on the reverse side of the Notice of Violation and returned to the
Code Enforcement Office for file closing.

k. Ifthe violation is not abated, then, based upon the offense, the violation
may be pursued by the Officer through the Municipal Court or through the

. Lien Process provided for in Section 21-19-11, MS Code of 1972, as
follows:






















