ORDINANCE 2005 (7)

AN ORDINANCE SETTING FORTH AN APPROPRIATE PURPOSE, DETERMINING
OCCUPANCY STANDARDS BASED ON THE SIZE OF A RESIDENCE, PROVIDING
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF, PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE,
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

Section 1-1. Purpose

Over-occupancy of dwelling units creates health and safety dangers to home occupants and their
neighbors. These dangers include fire hazards, spread of disease to occupants and the general
population, an opportunity for domestic violence and abuse, effects to mental health, and other
impacts on the peace, comfort and safety of residents. To protect against there dangers, the City of
Petal has determined it necessary to establish regulations limiting the number of occupants in a
residence. These regulations are intended to ensure a good living environment in residential
neighborhoods and reduce vehicle congestion, noise and overwhelming of public utilities.

Section 1-2. Determination

The City of Petal completed extensive research in developing this ordinance to ensure the sate
occupancy of all dwelling units and found basis in fact in the definition of a family as provided in
the international Building Code as adopted by the City of Petal. Thus, the general determination on
occupant limitations is based on the size of the house, the number of bedrooms, the relationship of
the residents and fire safety standards. Failure to comply with any portion of these requirements
constitutes a violation of legal occupancy allowances and the owner(s) as defined herewith are
subject to the penalties as established in Section 1-6 of this ordinance;
Owner shall mean any person who, alone or jointly or severally, with others, shall have
legal title to any dwelling or dwelling unit, with or without accompanying actual
possession thereof: or shall have charge, care, or control of any dwelling or dwelling unit,
as owner or agent of the owner, or ax executor, executrix, administrator, administratrix,
trustee or guardian of the estate of the owner. Any such person thus representing the actual
owner shall be bound to comply with the provisions of this ordinance, and to the rules and
regulations adopted pursuant thereto, lo the same extent as if he was the owner.

Section 1-3. Occupancy Standards Based on Size of Residence

The City of Petal limits the number of adult occupants in a house based upon the size of the entire dwelling
unit. The following table outlines these limits for single family and multi-family dwellings.

Livable Floor Area of Dwelling Unit (in square ft.) | Maximum Number of Adult Occupants*
901 to 1,200 4 adult occupants
1,201 to 1,750 5 adult occupants
1,751 to 2,400 6 adult occupants
2,401 to 3,310 7 adult occupants
3,15110 4,000 8 adult occupants
4,001 to 4,500 9 adult occupants
4,501 to 5,000 10 adult occupants
>5,000 500 sq. ft. per person

*Adult occupant means any individual 18 years of age or older, living or sleeping in a building, or
having possession of space within a building. In a condominium or apartment, the number of adults
allowed is calculated by taking the square footage of the unit and dividing by 200. The result gives
the number of adults who may live in that unit according to this standard (e.g., 5 adults are allowed
a 1,000 square foot unit, though the standards established in Section 1- 4 will likely reduce the
number allowed).

Section 1-4. Occupancy Standards for Bedrooms
The City of Petal additionally limits the number of adult occupants in a house based upon the

number of bedrooms in a dwelling unit The following table outlines these limits for single family
and multi-family dwellings.

Required Bedroom Area
Bedroom Size in Square Feet Maximum Number of Occupants*
70 1
100 2
150 3
200 4

*Number of occupants includes adults and children
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one hundred dollars ($500.00) per day per unit for each day that such violation
continues up to thirty (30) days, or the maximum amount allowed under the
Mississippi Annotated Code of 1972 as amended, whichever is greater. Fines will
begin from the first day of written notification of any violation of this ordinance.

B- The city may file a lien against the property if the owner of such property or his
agent fails to pay a fine within thirty (30) days of the date in which it was imposed
The amount of the Lien may be calculated on the basis of the existing fine plus
associated costs including legal fees incurred in connection with this action.

C Nothing herein shall prevent the city from seeking any other means available at law
or in equity in order to enforce this ordinance's provisions

The above and foregoing Ordinance was first reduced to writing, and the same was then
introduced and read and a vote was taken thereon, first section by section and then upon the
foregoing amendments to the Ordinance as a whole, with the following results:

Those present and voting “AYE” and in favor of the passage, adoption, and approval of

the above and foregoing:

Alderman David Clayton
Alderman Kay Fairley
Alderman James Moore
Alderman Steve Stringer
Alderman Liesa Weaver

Those present and voting “NAY” or against the passage, adoption and approval of the
the above and foregoing:
None
Those present and voting “AYE” and in favor of the adoption of the above and foregoing:
Alderman David Clayton
Alderman Kay Fairley
Alderman James Moore
Alderman Steve Stringer
Alderman Liesa Weaver

Those present and voting “NAY” and in favor of the adoption of the above and

foregoing:
None

Whereupon, the foregoing Ordinance be, and the same is hereby passed, adopted, and

approved, on this, the 15" day of November, A.D., 2003.







