ORDINANCE 2004 (105)

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A CURFEW FOR MINORS,
ESTABLISHING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF,
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THE ENFORCEMENT
OF THE ORDINANCE, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE

CITY OF PETAL, MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION 1: Ordinance 1977(36) and Ordinance 1977(36A-1), is repealed.

SECTION 2: DEFINITIONS

2.01 The following terms, phrases, words, and their derivations shall have the
meanings given herein. When not in consistent with the context, words
used in the present tense include the future, words in the plural number
include the singular and words in the singular number include the plural.
The word “shall” is also mandatory and not merely directory

2.02 CURFEW HOURS mean:

(8] 11:00 p.m. on any Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or
Thursday until 6:00 a.m. of the following day, and

?) 12:01 a.m. until 6:00 a.m. on any Saturday and Sunday

3) 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on any Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, or Friday during the school term in which a compulsory
school-age child is to be enrolled in a public or private legitimate
non-public school, as required by the Mississippi Compulsory
School Attendance Law (37-13-91) et.seq., MS Code Annotated).
This curfew provision applies only to those minors to whom the
MS Compulsory School Attendance Law applies.

2.03 EMERGENCY means an unforeseen combination of circumstances or
the resulting state that calls for immediate action. This term includes, but
it is not limited to, a fire, a natural disaster, or automobile accident, or any
situation requiring immediate action to prevent serious; bodily injury or
loss of life.

2.04 SERIOUS BODILY INJURY means bodily injury that creates a

substantial risk of death or that causes death, serious permanent
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disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the functions of any

bodily member or organ.

ESTABLISHMENT means any privately-owned place of business

operated for a profit to which the public is invited, including but not

limited to any place of amusement or entertainment.

GUARDIAN means:

1) a person, who, under Court Order, is the guardian of the person of
a minor; or

2) a public or private agency with whom a minor has been placed by
a Court.

MINOR means a person under eighteen (18) years of age.

OPERATOR means an individual, firm, association, partnership, or

corporation operating, managing, or conducting any establishment. The

term includes; the members of parents of an association or partnership and

the officers of a corporation.

PARENT means a person who is:

(1) a natural parent, adoptive parent; or

@) at least eighteen (18) years of age and authorized by a parent or
guardian to have the care and custody of a minor.

PUBLIC PLACE means any place to which the public or a substantial

group of the public has access and includes, but is not limited to, streets,

highways, and the common areas of schools, hospitals, apartment houses,

office buildings, transport facilities, and shops.

REMAIN means:

¢)) linger or stay; or

2) fail to leave premises when requested to do so by a Police Officer

or the owner, operator, or other person in control of the premises.

SECTION 3: OFFENSES

(a) A minor commits an offense if he/she remains in any public

place or on the premises of any establishment within the

City of Petal during curfew hours.




SECTION 4:
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of any establishment within tne LIty Ol I'Sidl UULIg CULICw
hours.

The owner, operator, or any employee of an establishment
commits an offense if he/she knowingly allows a minor to
remain upon the premises of the establishment during

curfew hours.

DEFENSES

It is a defense to prosecution under Section 3(a) that the minor
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accompanied by the minor’s parent or guardian:

on an errand at the direction of the minor’s parent or
guardian, without any; detour or stops:

with parental consent, in a motor vehicle engaged in
bonafide interstate or intrastate travel through the City of
Petal. This also exempts all interstate of intrastate travel
beginning or ending in the City of Petal.

engaged in an employment activity, or going to or returning
home from an employment activity, without any detour or
stop:

involved in an emergency:

on the sidewalk abutting the minor’s residence of abutting
the residence of a next-door neighbor if the neighbor did
not complain to the Police Department about the minor’s
presence:

attending an official school, religious or other relational
activity supervised by adults and sponsored by the City of

Petal, a civic organization, or another similar entity that

takes responsibility for the minor, or going to or returning












