ORDINANCE 1999 (96)

AN ORDINANCE BY THE cITY OF PETAL, MISSISSIPPI
PROHIBITING THE USE OF TOBACCO AND/OR TOBACCO PRODUCTS BY
JUVENILES.

WHEREAS, the city of Petal, pursuant to Section
21-17-5 of the Mississippi Code, is authorized to adopt
ordinances with respect to its municipal affairs which are not
inconsistent with the Mississippi Constitution of 1890, the
Mississippi Code of 1972, or any other statute or law of the
State of Mississippi; and

WHEREAS, the city of PETAL, pursuant to Section
21-19~1 of the Mississippi Code, 1is authorized to make
regulations to secure the general health of the municipality;
and

WHEREAS, the cCity of PETAL, has the duty to protect
and promote the health of is citizenry; and

WHEREAS, the City of Petal, in order to promote and
protect the health of its citizenry, finds that the use of
tobacco and/or tobacco products by the juveniles of this Ccity
is a significant public health problem with serious personal
health consequences; and

WHEREAS, the City of PETAL, in order to promote and
protect the health of its citizenry, finds that sixty
Mississippi juveniles start using tobacco and/or tobacco
products every day

WHEREAS, the City of Petal, in order to promote and
protect the health of its citizenry, finds that one out of
three Jjuveniles who use tobacco and/or tobacco products will
eventually die from a tobacco-related illness.

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the City of Petal, as
follows:

Section 101. Definitions

a. "Tobacco and/or Tobacco Product" shall mean any
substance that contains tobacco including, but not limited to,
cigarettes, cigars, pipes, snuff, smoking tobacco or smokeless
tobacco.

b. "Juvenile" shall mean any person under the age of
eighteen (18)

c. "Use" shall mean the smoking, chewing, oral
consumption, spitting, inhaling or other ingestion of tobacco
and/or tobacco products.

d. "Educational Property" means any elementary or
secondary school building or bus, school campus, grounds,
recreational area, athletes field, or other property owned,
used or operated by a school board or board of trustees or
directors for the administration of any educational
institution.

e. "Educational Activity of Function” means a school
sponsored event for athletics, academics, social or
entertainment purposes, attended by students, including school
transportation to and from, regardless of whether such
activity is held on educational property.
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Section 104. Violation of Ordinance by Juveniles.
Any juvenile who is found guilty of violating this ordinance
shall be punished as follows:

1. For first conviction, a fine of no more than
$100.00 Dollars or 30 hours of community service

2. For a second conviction, a fine of $100.00 Dollars
or 50 hours community service, or both

3. For a third conviction, a fine of $100.00 Dollars
and 75 hours of community service

Section 105. Additional/Alternative Punishment. In
additional to or as an alternative to imposing punishment as
prescribed in Section 104, the court may require any juvenile
who 1is found guilty of v1olat1ng this ordinance to attend and
complete a Tobacco Cessation and/or Educational Program as
approved by the court. ' Those juveniles found guilty of
violating this ordinance who are required to attend one or
both of the programs provided above, may be required to pay
for the reasonable costs of their attendance and completion of
such program. *

Section 106. Severability.. If any section, clause,
paragraph, sentence or word of this ordinance 1is for any
reason held to be unconstitutional, void or unenforceable,
such invalid provision shall not effect the remaining portions
of this ordinance nor render them invalid, and to this end the
provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable.

Section 107. Date of effect. This ordinance shall
take effect and be in force thirty (30) days after its
passage.

Section 108. Conflicting Ordinances, Resolutions and
Order Repealed. All ordinances, resolutions and orders in
conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent
of the conflict at the date of effect of this ordinance.

The foregoing Ordinance having been reduced to
writing, the same was introduced and read, and a vote was
taken thereon, first section by section and then wupon the
Ordinance as a whole with the following results:

Those present and voting "Aye" and in favor of the
passage, adoption, and approval of Sections 101, 102, 103,
104, 105, 106, 107, and 108 of the foregoing Ordinance:

Alderman Hinton
Alderman Langford
Alderman Rowell






