CITY OF PETAL

ORDINANCE 1997 ( 91)

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING ANY COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENT FROM
ENGAGING IN OR FEATURING CERTAIN SEXUALLY ORIENTED ADULT
ENTERTAINMENT, PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF, AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Petal, Mississippi,
have an important and vital governmental interest in the prevention of crime, the
maintenance of property values, the preserving of the quality of neighborhoods, the
protection of minors, the protection of the elderly, and promotion of the general public
health, welfare, morals and safety of the City of Petal and its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Petal, Mississippi,
are authorized by the laws of the State of Mississippi to enact and enforce ordinances
which promote the health, welfare, morals, safety, and well being of the City of Petal and
its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Petal, Mississippi
do find and adjudicate upon reliable information and upon careful consideration that there
does presently exist certain adult entertainment within the State of Mississippi, such as
nude dancers, entertainers, performers, or other individuals, who, for commercial gain,
dance, perform, model or demonstrate while displaying or exposing “specified

anatomical areas” or engage in “specified sexual activities”, “straddle dancing”, or erotic
touching of customers; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Petal do find and
adjudicate that sexually oriented commercial establishments such as those referred to
herein promote and increase criminal activities, disrupt the peace and order of the
community, affect the quality of the life of the community, reduce property values of the
area surrounding such establishments, encourage and attract prostitution and sexual
permissiveness, adversely affect the perception of the community’s reputation as a good
and wholesome location for the family, and contribute to the moral degradation of the
community; and

WHEREAS, it is the finding and opinion of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of
the City of Petal, Mississippi, based upon reliable information, that in order to preserve
and safeguard the health, welfare, community moral standards, property values, and the
general welfare of the citizens, businesses and neighborhoods of the City of Petal, it is
advisable for the City to prohibit establishments which allow or promote sexually
oriented activities as herein referred to; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Petal, Mississippi,
being charged with the duty to protect the health, welfare, safety and well being of its
citizens, and the city as a whole, is vested by law with the power to promulgate
regulations and ordinances which promote the health, welfare and safety of its citizens;
and

WHEREAS, in the course of considering this ordinance, the Mayor and Board of
Aldermen of the City of Petal have reviewed and have been advised of the experiences
and studies of other local governments, previous court precedents, summaries of land use
studies in connection with the secondary effects of sexually oriented adult businesses,
and upon the personal general knowledge of thg members of the Board of Aldermen and

the Mayor of the City of Petal, Mississippi, concerning the general effects of such
commercial establishments;
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